10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE

JANUARY 6TH ATTACK ON THE U.S. CAPITOL,

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

DEPOSITION OF:

The interview in the above matter was held via Webex, commencing at 10:03 a.m.

Present:

ROBERT PEEDE, JR.

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

Washington, D.C.

Representative Lofgren.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Appearances:

FOR THE SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE

THE JANUARY 6TH ATTACK ON THE U.S. CAPITOL:

_INVESTIGATIVE COUNSEL

_ SENIOR INVESTIGATIVE COUNSEL
I CicF INVESTIGATIVE COUNSEL

CHIEF CLERK

_ SENIOR INVESTIGATIVE COUNSEL

_STAFF ASSOCIATE

I o:74/LEE, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

_ INVESTIGATIVE COUNSEL
For ROBERT PEEDE, JR.:
EDWARD GREIM

PAUL BROTHERS

GRAVES GARRETT



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I ¢ s 10:03 a.m. on January 18th, 2022.

We are here for the deposition of Robert Peede, Jr., conducted by the House
Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol,
pursuant to House Resolution 503.

This deposition is being taken remotely via Webex.

This will be a staff-led deposition. The members may choose to ask questions.

At this time, | don't see that any members are present, but when they come in, |
will try to identify them. And | will ask that - who is professional staff with
us, feel free to interrupt me if | miss the appearance of someone along the way.

My name is-. I'm an investigative counsel with the select committee.

There are several folks also on the select committee staff with us today. -

-Who is chief investigative counsel. -is a senior investigative counsel,
as is _ And -is with us from the professional staff. And

_ is professional staff. | also see _from our professional staff
and our Chief CIerk_who are here. _is also participating. He s

senior counsel to the vice chair of the select committee.

Under the House deposition rules, neither committee members nor staff may
discuss the substance of the testimony given here today until and unless the committee
approves the release of the deposition.

Mr. Peede, you and your attorneys will have an opportunity to review the
transcript.

I'd note that under House rules, Mr. Peede, you may not have -- or you may have
your attorney present. | recognize that you do have both of your attorneys present with

you. But counsel for other individuals may not be and therefore are not present.
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In other words, the only lawyers who are present here today are your lawyers and
lawyers from the select committee. There are no lawyers from any other government
agencies present.

At this time, I'd ask, Mr. Peede, that your lawyers identify themselves for the
record.

Mr. Greim. Eddie Greim, Graves Garrett.

Mr. Brothers. Paul Brothers, Graves Garrett.

- Thank you.

Mr. Peede, before we get started, I'll just go over some ground rules for the
deposition.

First, as you probably heard me say before we got started, we do have official
reporters transcribing our conversation. And you may have also heard the prompt at
the beginning that the video feed is being recorded, but the reporters’ transcription will
be the official record of this proceeding.

For that reason, and also because we are proceeding remotely via video
conference, it's important that you wait to answer each question until | am finished, and |
will do my best to wait to ask or follow up until you're finished.

It's also important to remember that the reporter can't note any nonverbal
responses, like nodding your head or shaking your head. So it's important that you
respond to each question with an audible verbal response.

In terms of the substance of your testimony this morning, we ask that you just
give complete answers to the best of your recollection. If my question is unclear, just
ask for clarification. If you don't know the answer, just let us know that as well.

You may refuse to answer a question only to preserve a privilege that's recognized

by the select committee. If you refuse to answer a question based on a privilege, then
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we can either proceed with the deposition and return to the issue later or we can seek a
ruling from the chairman on the objection. If the chairman overrules the objection, then
you would be required to answer the question.

Finally, I'd remind you, as | do for all witnesses, that it's unlawful to deliberately
provide false information to Congress. Doing so could result in criminal penalties,
including under Title 18 of United States Code, Section 1001.

In terms of logistics, we're happy to take breaks whenever you might needit. Or
if you would like to consult with your attorney, we can certainly do that. We have the
technology to put you in breakout rooms, but it may also just be easier for all of us to turn
our cameras off and go on mute and for you all to retreat to sort of a different virtual
space to have a conversation if that need arises. We're happy to accommodate.

Because the deposition is under oath, | would ask that you please raise your right
hand and be sworn in by the official reporter.

The Reporter. Do you solemnly declare and affirm under the penalty of perjury
that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

The Witness. |do.

_ Thank you.

Mr. Peede, could you just state and spell your name for the record?

The Witness. Sure. It's Robert Louis Peede, Jr. Robert, R-o-b-e-r-t. Louis,
L-o-u-i-s. Peede, P-e-e-d-e, Jr.

_ Thank you, Mr. Peede.

We're going to be showing you some exhibits on the screen through the

screen-sharing function as we go through.

So at the very beginning, | would ask that,- if you could just pull up exhibit 1.
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Mr. Brothers. And,- before we begin, | have some objections to make just
to preserve for the record. So | don't know if now is the best opportunity to do that, or
if you still have some more introductory matter you want to go through.

- Sure. No. Infact, |should have stopped to ask that. Why don't
you go ahead and put that on the record, Paul.

Mr. Brothers. Okay. So Mr. Peede is preserving the following objections for
the record today. We're not asserting these objections, obviously, to prevent Mr. Peede
from appearing or to refuse to answer the committee's questions, but merely to preserve
these objections for the record in the event further document production or deposition
testimony is required by the committee of Mr. Peede, he could then raise these
objections.

The first objection is that the committee is not properly composed. Mr. Peede
objects to the issuance of his subpoena because the committee is not properly
composed. The resolution authorizing the select committee provides for the Speaker to
appoint 13 members of the committee, but requires the Speaker to appoint five of these
13 members after consultation with the Minority Leader.

The Speaker failed to comply with this requirement. None of the members of
the committee were appointed in consultation with the Minority Leader. The Speaker
objected to the Minority Leader's requested appointees and appointed all of the
committee members on her own.

The Speaker's failure to properly compose the committee invalidates all the
committee's activities, including the issuance of the subpoena.

The second objection we're preserving for the record today is that Mr. Peede's
subpoena was not properly issued. It's similar to the first objection in that it pertains to

the composition of the committee.
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As | just noted, all members of the committee were appointed by the Speaker, and
none were appointed in consultation with the Minority Member. The lack of
appointments in consultation with the Minority Leader deprives the committee of having
a ranking member. This is denoted by Representative Cheney holding the title of vice
chair rather than ranking member.

The lack of the ranking member prevents the committee from properly ordering
the taking of a deposition. The rules of the committee require the chairman to consult
with the ranking member when ordering the taking of depositions. The lack of a ranking
member means by definition this consultation did not occur in this case. Due to the lack
of consultation, the subpoena for Mr. Peede's deposition was not properly issued and is
invalid.

And, finally, Mr. Peede raised several objections in his document production,
including his objection that his document production and deposition testimony is not
pertinent to a committee function that coincides with a valid legislative purpose because
the committee has all the information it needs about the rally to inform any legislation it
may wish to propose.

Mr. Peede preserves this objection and any other objections he raised in his
document production, as well as common law objections, and does not waive any of the
objections | have just covered by appearing and testifying today.

- Thanks for that, Paul.

Obviously, the select committee disagrees with the objections and your
characterization. But | also understand that those objections are not being interposed
to prevent Mr. Peede from testifying today. And so with that, | think it's appropriate for
us to move forward.

| will note, though, | think this is an appropriate time for us to reference a letter
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that we received this morning from Jonathan Su, who is deputy counsel to the President.
And we have marked it as exhibit 15.
-could you pull that up?

Mr. Peede, this is a letter. It's dated today, January 19th, 2022. As you can see,
it's a letter on White House letterhead addressed to your attorneys, Mr. Greim and Mr.
Brothers. And in sum and substance, the letter acknowledges that you would be
deposed by the select committee this morning.

And in the letter it says, "As you are aware, in light of the unique and
extraordinary nature of the matters under investigation, President Biden has determined
that an assertion of executive privilege is not in the national interest and therefore is not
justified with respect to particular subjects within the purview of the select committee.

"Those subjects include events within the White House on or about January 6th,
2021; attempts to use the Department of Justice to advance a false narrative that the
2020 election was tainted by widespread fraud, and other efforts to alter election results
or obstruct the transfer of power.

"President Biden, accordingly, has decided not to assert executive privilege as to
Mr. Peede's testimony regarding those subjects or any documents he may possess that
bear on them."

I'll just say that, based on the correspondence that we received from your
attorneys, and also the objections that were just raised, | don't believe that an executive
privilege objection has been raised on your behalf. But | just wanted to put this on the
record in case it does become a concern as we go through these questions.

Do you understand that the President has waived or has decided not to assert
executive privilege as to your testimony on the subjects identified in the letter?

The Witness. |do.
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_ Okay. Thank you.

All right.  With that, | think we're ready to go forward.
EXAMINATION
ov [

Q  Let's start by looking at exhibit 1.

Mr. Peede, exhibit 1 is the subpoena issued by the select committee on December
9th, 2021.

I ou can scroll down.

I'll note that this exhibit contains the subpoena itself. A cover letter from the
chairman is the second page. Following that is a document schedule with production
instructions. And then following that are copies of the House rules and regulations
regarding conducting depositions.

Mr. Peede, | would just like to confirm that you are the Robert Peede who's
named in the subpoena.

A It appears to be the subpoena | received. Yeah, | am the Robert Peede that
it would be talking about.

Q  And you understand that you're appearing here today pursuant to the
subpoena?

A Correct. Yes, | do.

Q  But first, this subpoena required the production of documents that were
described in the schedule attached. On the day that documents were due, your
attorneys on your behalf produced approximately 13 pages of documents, which | think
consisted of three emails to what we understand is your personal Gmail account with
some attachments that may have been included with those emails.

We understand that for the time period covered by the subpoena, you may have
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been an employee at the White House and, therefore, may not have access to your
official White House accounts. But I'll say, we also believe that you used your personal
cell phone to exchange text messages regarding information that was covered by the

subpoena. Sol just want to ask you, did you search your cell phone for responsive text

messages?
A Yes, | did.
Q  Andis that cell phone number_?
A Yes.

Q  Did you, during the time period covered by the subpoena, use other cell
phones that were personal to you?

A No other cell phones that were personal to me.

Q  And in that search for your cell phone, did you find any responsive text
messages?

A | believe that there was -- | don't believe there were any responsive text
messages on that -- I'm just trying to think back -- on my personal cell phone.

Q Do you use any kind of retention policies? [I'll try not to use a lawyer word.
There are features on phones that would not save text messages, or if you got a new
phone, you might not have it.

Do you have any reason why you would not have text messages from this time
period on your personal cell phone?

A Yes, | do. As alongstanding security and frankly filing system to keep my
life sane is texts are not responsive or | tend to delete them. That's real-time. That's
something |I've done for well over a decade.

| use it more as a tickler system when | text emails. If there's a text in my in-box,

then it means there's still action on it, there's a reason | need it. If | do not need it, |
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delete those texts.

Q  Okay. Fairenough.

Did you search any other personal electronic devices outside of your Gmail
account for responsive documents?

A Besides my Gmail, | also looked at my business email, which was not being
used at that time, which was _ There were no
responsive emails. Obviously, | wasn't using it while | was at the White House.

Additionally, | searched my iCloud account to see if there were any backups in the
iCloud account for texts, and there weren't. My iCloud does not preserve text
messages.

Q  And other than the deletion protocol, action protocol you described for your
text messages, are you aware of any actions that you took over the last year that would
have resulted in deletion or destruction of documents that you otherwise would have in
your possession and be called for by the subpoena?

A No.

Q  Andthen when you left the White House, did you take with you any physical
documents that would have been called for by the subpoena?

A No.

Q  Allright. | would like to ask you some questions about your professional
background. Could you tell us how you are currently employed?

A Am | currently employed? |am the sole employee of my LLC, the
aforementioned Event Communications Group, LLC.

Q  Andis that the sole employment you've had since leaving the White House
in January 20217

A Yes, it is.
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Q  Between the time period that we're examining in the select committee,
roughly election day 2020 and January 20th, 2021, what was your employment status?

A | was employed as a Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of
Presidential Events.

Q How long had you held that position at that point?

A At that point, there was a break in service. | was employed by the White
House from the day of President Trump and Vice President Pence's inauguration until
approximately May of 2019 when | left the White House to work for the Trump-Pence
campaign. And | returned to service at the White House at approximately July of 2020
and stayed there.

So | left the job but came back for the same employment, same job, in July
of 2020, and remained until President Biden's inaugural.

Q  Between May of 2019 and July of 2020, what was your job title with the
Trump Presidential campaign?

A Director of Advance.

Q  And was that the only position you held within the 2020 Presidential
campaign?

A Yes. Yes. And | should clarify that my employment was through my
company, Event Communications Group. | was not an employee of the Trump
campaign. | was a consultant.

Q  Between the inauguration in 2017, January 2017 and May of 2019, were you
also a Deputy Assistant to the President and the White House Director of Presidential
Advance?

A From the inaugural, | originally was Deputy Assistant to the Vice President

and Director of Vice Presidential Advance from the Inauguration Day in 2017 until
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approximately September of 2017, when | transferred and became Director of
Presidential Events.

Q  Sothenfrom September 2017 through May of 2019 was when you worked
Presidential advance as opposed to Vice Presidential advance?

A Correct.

Q  Could you explain in maybe layman terms what it means to work advance at
the White House?

A The advance as in different administrations have different policies. The
standard Republican thing is that we're responsible for all event logistics for the President
outside the official White House grounds.

So nothing, for example, nothing inside of the White House -- the West Wing, for
example -- would we be in charge of, but anything outside the 18 acres worldwide would
fall under the Office of Presidential Advance. So event logistics.

Q  And|I'lljust sort of skip ahead briefly. Is the Ellipse considered the White
House grounds or outside that 18 acres?

A That would be outside the 18 acres. It's not White House property. It

belongs to the Department of Interior and the National Park Service.

_ And,-we were just joined by Ms, Lofgren.
B o< vou, I

Thank you for being here, Ms. Lofgren.
o I
Q  Mr. Peede, is there any difference in terms of the advance responsibilities if
you're doing Vice Presidential advance versus the Presidential advance, just in terms
of -- | understand logistics may be different -- but in terms of job description duties, that

kind of thing?
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A Basically, the exact same.

Q  Now, before we get through sort of the substance, | just want to run through
a list of names that are likely to come up and just confirm that you know or don't know
these people and what your relationship to them was during this time period between
November 2020 and January 2021.

The first person is Justin Caporale. Do you know him?

A Yes.

Q  And what's your relationship to him?

A He was a former employee of mine. He was at the Trump campaign. Also
a friend and coworker.

Q  And you know what, | realize | didn't cover your employment before joining
the Trump administration in January 2017. What were you doing before January 20177

A How far do you want me to go back?

Q  The preceding 4 years.

A | was -- lived -- | was -- | had a separate audiovisual company based in Utah.
| also worked through that company on the Trump campaign leading up to the 2016
election -- so | guess you could call it the Trump-Pence 2016 campaign -- once again as a
consult doing both audiovisual things and then also | was serving as Vice President
Pence's, at the time candidate Pence's, Director of Advance.

Q  Now, do you have before 2017 a professional or employment relationship
with Event Strategies Incorporated?

A Yes, | was a founder of Event Strategies when it started in 2000 -- | guess in
2000 -- you know, a stockholder. | did that until, approximately, | think, 2012, when |
moved -- my family and | moved to Utah. | started a separate company. |was--1dida

lot of consulting work with them.
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But | divested from Event Strategies per White House Counsel's Office
recommendations. | started a divestment process with them when | entered the White
House in 2017. That was a buyout of my shares.

Q  So with respect to ESI then, which | use to refer to Event Strategies --

A Understood.

Q  --youwere --am | correct to understand you were solely a shareholder
during the Presidential campaign, or were you actually also doing work on behalf of ESI
for the Presidential campaign?

A No, | would bill ESI as a consultant. So ESI could hire my company as a
consultant to do those events. | was a passive shareholder, you know, just like
shareholders in IBM.

Q  AndTim Unes, U-n-e-s, also a founder and shareholder of ESI?

A Correct. Tim Unes was the founder, president, and a shareholder.

Q  Andduring the time period that | think we're going to discuss with you,
Justin Caporale was not formally employed by ESI. Is that true to the best of your
knowledge?

A Was not employed? | don't have any information on the current ownership
status of that or employment.

Q  Who was Max Miller in relation to your position in the White House during
this time period November 2020 through January 20217

A During that time, Max Miller, once again a coworker, a friend, and he
was -- he returned to the White House after the campaign, after the election night. He
returned to the White House. | don't have the dates.

Q  Was he in a different office in the White House? Did he work for you?

Did you work for him? What was that relationship?
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A He was in a different office, even though it was the -- an office previously
occupied by the director of press events at the White House, which we didn't have at that
time. He did not work from our office, but we worked closely together.

Q  Alexandra Stone, who is she?

A We'd have to clarify. | know multiple Alexandra Stones. If you're
referring to the Alex -- Alexandra Stone that worked in the White House --

Q Yes.

A -- in the Office of Management, | guess, she is -- | believe her title may have
been Director of Room 1, which is a White House office.

Q What doesRoom 1do? Do you know?

A It -- as the best way -- I'm trying to describe it in layman's terms. They are
who deal with the operations inside the White House. They help facilitate people, you
know, appointments coming in to see the President or staff members. They also handle
any type of the internal logistics at the White House that the Advance Office
doesn't -- that the Advance Office is not involved in.

Q Do you know of an individual named Brian Jack?

A Yes.

Q How do you know Mr. Jack?

A He was a coworker at the White House.

Q  Anddo you remember his job title at the White House?

A | believe at that time it may have been Director of the Office of Political
Affairs. That may not be the correct title, but something of that nature.

Q Do you know an individual named Jared Small?

A Yes.

Q  Did he work in your Office of Presidential Advance?
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A Yes. Jared Small was one of the permanent lead advance -- staff advance
officers that were in the White House working for me.

Q  Anthony Ornato, do you know him?

A Yes. He was --

Q  And how do you know -- go ahead.

A He was my direct report. He was Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations at
the White House.

Q  When you say "direct report,” there is, | think, maybe two ways that could
be understood depending on who --

A Oh, I'm sorry. | report directly to him. That my -- that he oversees
my -- completely my office.

Q  And Katrina Pierson, do you know her?

A Just from a -- her being in events. | doubt she could pick me up -- pick me
out of a lineup.

Q  Butyou did not have an ongoing working relationship with her. Is that fair
to say?

A Yes, that is fair to say.

Q Andis it also fair to say that you had interactions with Dan Scavino at the
White House?

A Yes.

Q  And Mark Meadows?

A Very rarely.

Q  Okay. But duringthis time period, both Mr. Scavino and Mr. Meadows
worked at the White House in the Oval Office?

A They appeared to. | don't know their, you know, their status. But they
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were there, yes.

Q

Some other names that have come up with respect to the Ellipse event, just

to confirm that you know them.

Hannah Salem?

A

Q

>

Q
A

| do know her. She is a former employee of mine.
And Megan Powers?

Once again, a former employee of mine.

Do you know Caroline Wren?

Socially. | never really worked with her, but we did some of the same

events together.

Q

A

Q

Okay. And Maggie Mulvaney?
Yes. Somebody | worked with at the campaign.

And these last four people -- Hannah Salem, Megan Powers, Caroline Wren,

Maggie Mulvaney -- you know them from either social interactions or professional within

the world of either the Trump campaign or the Trump White House?

A
Q
A

Q

Correct. They were either at the campaign or at the White House.
Do you know Ross Worthington?
Yes.

Do you interact with him while in the context of doing advance work at the

White House?

A

Not on an everyday basis. There are some times that the speechwriting

department would need to know -- we -- | would call it local flavor.

So if we were in an area, let's say, you know, a historic park, or something of that

nature, and the advance team had found out local information that would be helpful in a

speech -- that there is a World War | veteran, for example -- we would be able to feed
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that information back to speechwriting so that the President could remark about this, you

know, 100-year-old veteran there. But just things of local flavor, not in -- not for

content.

Q

Understood.

Do you know Taylor Budowich?

A

Q

A

Yes, | do.
And how do you know Mr. Budowich?

I'm trying to determine. | probably met him at the campaign. When | was

there, we would have run across each other, you know, on different events.

Q
A

before that.

A

Q

Is that the 2016 or 2020 campaign?

It would have been the 2020 campaign. | don't remember meeting him
It's possible. But | don't know that he was involved in 2016.

Do you know Andy Surabian?

The name sounds familiar, but | can't place ever meeting that.

What about Arthur Schwartz?

Don't remember that name either.

Okay. This draws out, | think, a good sort of background upfront question

for you to answer, which is, how do you handle the division between official White House

work and Presidential campaign work as someone who has done both?

A

Are you talking about in reference to my job as Director of Advance during

that time, the time period of the subpoena?

Q

Well, so you -- let me maybe frame it differently.

| think you said that you returned to the White House in July of 2020, right?

A

Q

Yes.

So the Presidential campaign was still going on at that point?
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A Yes.

Q  So are there rules or informal policies that you would have to follow to be
careful about, you know, discerning between work you're doing officially for the White
House versus work that's in service in the Presidential campaign?

A There are rules and policy. Obviously, there are Hatch Act provisions.

In my case, | worked closely with White House counsel at the time. Thereisa -- |
was obviously subject to public financial disclosures. And | also received an ethics
approval from the White House Counsel's Office to coordinate with the campaign.

Obviously, the Office of Presidential Advance is one of the rare offices that has to
work with political entities because, no matter what, he's the President of the United
States, no matter who the President is, if they're running for reelection or not. So the
White House controls all the events whether they're official or political.

We don't make political decisions, but we still send White House people to do
official events. Obviously, it's a different ruling for Federal agencies, but at the White
House it's different.

Q  Well, you answered my next question, which was just to clarify that as far as
White House advance work goes you have to work on all of the events, whether it's a
political campaign event or something more ceremonial, official. Is that right?

A Yes, there is a longstanding provision that the Director of Presidential
Advance is always official. So no matter what, he's the President to me, to the role
of -- not to me, but to the Director of the Office of Presidential Advance, because we have
to work on all events.

Q  So with respect to the Ellipse event held on January 6th, 2021, was that
considered a campaign event, a private event where the President was invited to speak, a

White House official event? How would you characterize that in terms of how you had
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to consider it?

A That would be more of a question for White House counsel or the Office of
Political Affairs. It would not have been a campaign event because the campaign had
disbanded or had done that. You would have to check with them. The actual -- for
me, it doesn't make a difference of which one it is.

So | would say -- suggest that the White House Counsel's Office or the Office of
Political Affairs would have the answer to that question.

_ Before | move on to ask some more specific questions about
particular events, I'll just pause and see if anyone has follow-up questions about sort of

the general background information we've gotten from Mr. Peede about advance work.

_ No. Thank you,J ]l
o/ I

Q  Allright. So, Mr. Peede, following the November Presidential election in
2020, you may be aware that supporters of President Trump held rallies across the
country.

There are two notable dates with respect to events held in Washington, D.C., the
first one being November 14th, 2020, which was second Saturday following the
Presidential election. And, in particular, there was a large event held on Freedom Plaza
by an organization called Women for America First.

Did you do any work or provide any assistance relating to events held in
Washington, D.C., in November 20207

A No.

Q  We know that the President did a drive-by of Freedom Plaza in the
limousine, which | know is sometimes referred to as the Beast, on November 14th.

Were you aware that the President did a drive-by of that event?
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A Only by via media.

o

So you did not have any knowledge of that drive-by ahead of time.

>

No, | did not.

Q  Did you later learn how that drive-by came to happen?

A No. | mean, | just--1have just seen the media reports. | was actually on
the, | believe, on the receiving end of that motorcade.

Q  What does that mean?

A It means where he was en route to, | was working that day. | believe that
you said that was a Saturday?

Q Yes.

A | was on the receiving end of that.

Q  So just to make sure | understand, are you saying that the President was
destined for an offsite visit and you were waiting for him when he did that drive-by at
Freedom Plaza?

A Yes. Correct.

Q  Butyou don't otherwise know how he came to sort of do a circle around
Freedom Plaza that day?

A No, sir.

Q  There was later a similar event held by Women for America First on Freedom
Plaza on December 12th, about a month later. That day in Washington, D.C., there were
other groups gathering. One of the sort of larger organizations was one that went by
the name Jericho March.

Each one of these events involved people marching around the city, including to
the Supreme Court, for various rallies.

Did you provide any work or assistance related to events in December of 2020 in
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Washington, D.C., outside of the, you know, official White House events that you may
have been a part of?

A No.

Q  The President in Marine One flew over Freedom Plaza that day, on
December 12th. Do you have any knowledge how that came about?

A No.

Q  Were you aware that the President had flown over Freedom Plaza in Marine
One on that day?

A The same way, via media.

Q  So separate and apart from official assistance questions, were you aware
that after these and other events in Washington, D.C., after the election, November,
December 2020, that there were violent scuffles in the streets of Washington between, |
guess, | should say, opposing groups after these rallies?

A Just via media.

Q  Canyoujust tell us whether the context of 2020, by which | mean there is
summer 2020 when there is various sort of social justice, civil rights protests across the
country, and then into the election and post-election season, whether concerns about
violence played any role in how you handled advance for the President during this time
period?

A It did not change the logistics that | handled. | would refer things of
security nature to the United States Secret Service who is the exclusive thing. But from
my standpoint, our events were built the same way.

Q  Setting aside any official responsibilities that you had, did you as a private
citizen provide any guidance or assistance to the President's supporters during this

November 3rd through January 6th time period?
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A No.

Q  Moving on to the planning for the January 6th events, do you recall when
you first learned that there would be rallies in support of the President on January 6th?

A | saw media probably in December at some point. There was no plan when
| learned of that of the President attending anything.

Q -if we could pull up exhibit 2.

Mr. Peede, this is an exhibit that has a log of tweets that were sent from the
President's Twitter account. As you can see, the date range here is between
December 18th, 2020, and January 7, 2021?

A Okay.

Q  Reverse chronological order.

So if we go down to page 12,- And there is the one that's highlighted in
the middle of the page for December 19th. There you go.

I'll tell you, Mr. Peede, that the formatting of this doesn't show exactly how it
would have looked on Twitter. So | can just represent to you that what this tweet was
was -- the last portion of this, where it says, "Big protest in D.C. on January 6th. Be
there, will be wild," that was the tweet. And then the text that precedes that was a
retweet, was text that was captured within the tweet the President sent out.

Do you know what prompted the President to start promoting January 6th as an
event to be in D.C.?

A No, it's outside my wheelhouse of, you know, for doing event logistics.

Q  When you as the Director of Advance see the President start to promote a
particular date but it's not a date that you have on your calendar, does that prompt you
to ask questions of people to find out, "Hey, what's this about? Do we need to be doing

anything"?
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A It will -- it's something that | will, you know, put into the back of my head.
But we see so many dates and potential ideas that never come. If | acted on every idea
that came through, | would be the busiest man in Washington.

So until the hierarchy starts, you know, above me, starts telling us that we, you
know, that we should start taking action, which includes myself and the United States
Secret Service and the White House Military Office, | don't react on them.

Q  Sodoyou recall when that official sort of call comes to the White House
Advance Office regarding the President's involvement with January 6th?

A | don't recall a specific date. | would say it would be late December or early
January.

Q  Allright. - if we could go to page 10 on exhibit 2. It's also
highlighted December 27th, 2020, at 5:51 p.m.

The President tweeted, "See you in Washington, D.C. on January 6th. Don't miss
it. Information to follow."

So | just want to note that's at 5:51 p.m. | will tell you that we have received
records and information indicating that Justin Caporale, who was ultimately the sort of
main event program planner for the Ellipse rally, he indicated that he got a phone call
from someone at the White House shortly before this tweet went out. And then about
10 minutes after his phone call, which he said was to confirm that Event Strategies was
involved in January 6th, this tweet came out.

Hearing that, does that help you remember how or whether you were aware of
the January 6th event in the context of the President announcing, you know, don't miss it
on December 27th?

A The specific tweet and hearing conversations, that would have been, you

know, confirmation. Confirmations would have come from outside my office. The
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timing appears to be what |, you know, what | remembered, which was late December,
early January.

Q Do you recall reaching out to Justin to confirm that ESI was involved with the
logistics of planning January 6th?

A | talked to Justin extremely often, so I'm sure that our conversation
happened along those lines after | was notified that the President would be attending.

It could have been me calling Justin. It could have been Justin calling me.

Q  Let's call up exhibit 3.

Mr. Peede, exhibit 3 are excerpts from call data records from a cell phone number
used by Max Miller. If we go down to here, December 27th, you can see -- it uses
military time, but we can see here at 1716, which is 5:16 p.m.

And,- if you go back up to the top just for the context so we can say what
these columns are.

You can see here the first column says record open date and time, which just gives
the date and time of when the call starts; the called number, which is the number
receiving the phone call. CPN is an acronym that the cell phone companies use to refer
to essentially the call placing the number. So the first number is who is receiving it, and
the second number is who placed it. And SOU refers to the number of seconds that a
phone call lasts. And so 60 seconds would be a minute, 600 seconds would be
10 minutes, that timeframe.

A Okay.

Q  Soif we go back down with that context, we can see here at 5:16 p.m. there
is a phone call from your number to Max Miller's number that lasts a little bit more than
10 minutes, and then another call from you to Mr. Miller, shorter, a little less than

3 minutes, at about 6:19 p.m.
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Immediately following that phone call, the records reflect that Mr. Miller's phone
number, which starts 216, called the number 315 associated with Justin Caporale.
That's a little less than 10 minutes.

Then, following that phone call, the 216 number, Mr. Miller calls your number,
and you speak for a little less than 2 minutes.

Then, following that phone call, there's a phone call from Mr. Miller to Anthony
Ornato, Deputy Chief of Staff, another about three-minute conversation.

With that context in mind in this time period, are these conversations, at least
your conversations with Mr. Miller on the evening of December 27th, about this event on
January 6th?

A There is no way for me to know. These are people | talked to every day.
It's been over a year. | certainly don't remember individual phone calls.

Q  Well, let me just ask you then, without trying to pin it to a specific date and
time, are you able to tell us to the best of your recollection how the January 6th event
unfolded to you in terms of who was involved, who was going to plan it, and them trying
to involve the White House in helping to coordinate the presence of the President?

A Again, I'm sorry. Could you repeat that? | just want to make sure |
answer it correctly.

Q  Yeah, well, and it was a bit wordy. I'm just trying to get -- | can appreciate
that these events happened more than a year ago, so you may not remember specific
dates and phone calls.

So to the best of your recollection, are you able to tell us in your own words how
you came to learn about an event being